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Preface
On 1 June 2010, at 9:30 p.m., a huge blast ripped through the quiet university town of Göttingen. The explosion was caused by an aerial bomb that had lain buried in the ground for sixty-five years. It was discovered the week before during earthworks on a piece of little-used ground. Finds such as this were not unusual in early twenty-first-century Germany. Duds from World War II were still unearthed regularly whenever long-neglected plots of land were subjected to redevelopment measures in any larger town. Discovery was usually accompanied by minor scares among the local public, some reporting in the local press and quick removal by technical experts. But this time, the defusing exercise went horribly wrong, triggering an explosion that could be heard for miles around. Three people were killed and two more seriously injured in the incident.
I learnt of what had happened in Göttingen as I revised my manuscript on the allied air war and urban memory for publication. The tragedy served as a terrible reminder that bombs, whatever else they might do, in the first instance kill and destroy. To think about the long-term impact of strategic bombing is to think about the long-term impact of deadly violence. While it can be argued, of course, that in the case of Nazi Germany this violence was well deserved, necessary and, ultimately, beneficial even to the Germans themselves, this does not alter the fact that for German city-dwellers to address the legacy of the allied air war after 1945 was to address legacies of death, destruction and survival amidst catastrophe. As the incident in Göttingen illustrates, the rationalisations for which city-dwellers reached, the idioms that they used and the rituals that they performed were played out in spaces that were themselves saturated with a past that could surface at any time -not just as discourse and text, but as tangible relics and objects that could be as dangerous as ever.
I became interested in the subject of the air war and urban memory through a combination of personal and academic factors. I remember well from my adolescence the stories that I was told about the bombing of Kassel. These were stories that did not fit in with self-confident narratives of survival, new beginnings and successful arrival. Indeed, these were stories that did not fit in with anything. They spoke of death, loss and bitterness, and often ended in either uncomfortable silences or bitter arguments, or both. Later, as a history student at Edinburgh, Southampton and Heidelberg, I was increasingly drawn towards the study of Nazism, the war and its aftermath, partly, I suppose, out of a naïve belief that the scholarly scrutiny of the past held definitive answers. So when, after graduation, I was offered the opportunity to read for a doctorate at the University of Southampton, it seemed only natural to explore in greater depth a question that had troubled me for as long as I had been conscious of my own country's horrific past: how did Germans deal with the suffering that had been meted out to them in the context of a war that they themselves had unleashed, prosecuted in a singularly ruthless manner and used as cover for the perpetration of genocide? The present book is the much revised outcome of this enquiry.
During the many years that it took me to complete this study, I incurred numerous debts to a great number of academic institutions and individuals. It is a pleasure to acknowledge their support and to express my sincere gratitude to them.
First of all, I would like to thank my supervisor, Neil Gregor (Southampton), who took an exceptional interest in this project throughout the long period of gestation and beyond. I have benefited enormously from his insightful comments, generous advice and warm support, both with the project and, more generally, with the dream of turning a passion for history into a living. Richard Overy (Exeter) and Joachim Schloer (Southampton) were kind enough to act as examiners for the original thesis and to turn the viva into a memorable experience not altogether unpleasant. For both I am very grateful.
This study could not have been written without the funding that I received from several institutions. Awards from the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and the University of Southampton provided for my maintenance during my years as a PhD student. In the early stages of this project, I was also granted a one-month doctoral fellowship by the German Historical Institute in Washington, DC, in order to undertake archival research in the National Archives at College Park, Maryland. Bergmann. I will always be grateful to Meg Ross and her family for the warm hospitality with which they received me when I first came to stay in the UK in 1994, and for the generous support that they have extended ever since. To my parents, Gerda and Helmut Arnold, I owe more than I can say; and also to my grandparents, who were a constant presence during my childhood and adolescence.
Finally, I would like to thank my wife, Ilona Arnold, for her friendship, love and trust. We met during the research for this book in Magdeburg in 2004. Since then, two worlds have become one. In 2009, we were joined by our baby daughter, Emilia Charlotte, who teaches us daily of the beauty of discovery. 
